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INTRODUCTION. 


mad bess signs of the times’ call for the united and vigorous ex- 
ertions of all the friends of truth and godliness. The day in which 
we live is distinguished for the boldness of infidelity, licentiousness 
of manners and contempt for the Gospel on the one hand :—and 
on the other for the awakened attention, of the friends of evangel- 
ical truth and morality, to their dearest intérests. 

Seasons of deep declension, have often proved seasons of ardent 
prayer, and been distinguished for wise and vigorous attempts at 
reformation. When error of opinion has threatened the destruc- 
tion of revealed religion, and licentiousness of conduct has proved 
that its sanctions were disregarded, the real friends of truth and 
morality have rallied, and combinations of talents and labours have 
been produced, which have had the most salutary infiuence upon 

: ; 

Among the crying sins of our land, those which are most falfa- 
ble and afifalling are the habitual disregard of the Lord’s day,—the 
incessant blaspliemy of his holy name,—and the increasing intem- 
perate use of ardent spirits. The attention of the religious public 
has been directed with great solicitude to these things. In the 


‘New-England States “ Morar Socretizs” have been formed, for 


the express purpose of uniting the friends of piety in one great ef- 
fort to crush vice. 


By the uniform and benevolent’ exertions of such societies, in- 


‘temperance has lessened ; instances of the prostration of the Sab- 


bath have more seldom occurred ; and profanity, if it has not been 
reformed, has lost its boldness. 


Public opinion, when fairly expressed in favour of morality; is 
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never expressed in vain. Its influence is immediate and posi- 
tive. It is felt by many who have no regard for religion, and they 
are restrained by its power; whén they would not be by the'pre- 
cepts of morality. To gain such an expression of public opinion 
has ever been considered a most desirable object, by wise and good 
men, and it can never cease to be a labour of interest to all those 
who are anxious to promote the virtue and happiness of commu- " 
nity. . 

At this day we often hear men of piety,—those who are awake to 
the cause of truth and the honour of God, lamenting the preva- 
lence of vice and the prostration of those restraints which guarded 
morality, who still do not raise a hand to arrestthe ruin. But can 
nothing be done ‘—Are we to sit down and weep for the house of 
our God, and the broken wall of our city, and not hasten to build 
and defend them ? Shall Jerusalem be abandoned to the enemy ? 
Shall those institutions which were the best inheritance of the sons 
of the pilgrims, be lost in the licentious trappings of fashion, or 
forgotten among the fleeting interests of the world ! 

Is it not time for all who have any regard to the best interests 
of the rising generation, who are not ready to forget God, and sac- 
rifice their hopes, to rally, and resolve to devote themselves to the 
real happiness of community ? 

In this vicinity there is unquestionably a want of unity among 
the friends of order. The tone of public morals is low and there 
is none toraiseit. There is wanting a unity of feeling upon im- 
portant subjects. It is believed, however, that there are many 
among all our religious societies In this county, and in the neigh- 
bouring counties, who only wait for the opportunity, to assist any 
attempt at reformation, and to patronize all exertions to spread the 
truth as it 1s in Jesus. 

The object of this publication is to make an humble effort to 
combine the exertions of the friends of truth and virtue, to diffuse 
true instruction, to erect a rallying point; to display’a banner for 
truth, and lift up a warning voice in degenerate times. 

The editors are persuaded that something of this kind is de- 
manded, and may be useful. With the hope of rendering some 
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little service to truth and morality, they devote their-efforts to the 
public. | 

That their readers and patrons may know what to expect, they 
desire frankly to explain their motives for commencing this paper, 
and to state the manner in which it is intended to be conducted, 

1,, They are fully aware that many and far more able publica- 
tions of this description, already exist in our country. We do 
not commence this with any view of rivalship. The periodical 
Magazines which are published at a distance do not generally 
circulate in this neighborhood. The state of this vicinity is 
feeculiar, and this paper is particularly intended and devoted to its 
instruction. We desire most affectionately to co-operate with the 
Panoplist—the Evangelical Magazine, and the Vermont Adviser, 
in their attempts to improve the morals of community. We hope 
to assist the circulation of those valuable publications by the diffu- 
sion of this. The praise of those excellent Magazines are in the 
churches. They have been of the utmostservice, and we sincere- 
ly pray, that they may be more widely circulated, and more gener- 
ally read. : | 

$. It isintended todefend that system of truth which we believe 
was taught by Christ and his Apostles, commonly known by the 
«“ Doctrines of Grace,” and of “ the Reformation.”” Our readers 
will soon learn our object ;—we trust they will find us only anx- 
ious to nromulgate and defend the truth as it is in Jesus. 


° 


3. One great object of this publication will be, to oppose the 
prevailing disregard of the Sabbath. This sin has our heartiest 
abhorrence, and will meet with our most vigorous hostility. The 
Sabbath is the last citadel of truth, morality and holiness. When 
this is destroyed, religion will want a name as well as an exist- 
ence. In connection with this, we shall endeavor to point out the 
folly, guilt and ruin of profane swearing and intemperance. In 
every way in our power we will strive to aid the cauSe of sound 
principles and real virtue. 
4. It will be an object of great interest with the editors, to give 
the most authentic and early information respecting Missionary 
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societies and labours, and te record accounts of the revivals of re- 
ligion and the triumphs of grace. 

5. In noticing new publications we shall confine our attention 
principally to those works which are immediately connected with 
the above subjects. Whatever is related to the interests of truth 
and morality, will be regarded with peculiar attention. Our obser- 
vations will be devoted to sentiment, more than to manner, and we 
propose to test publications rather by their influence upon morals, 
than by their critical accuracy. 

6. The editors will be happy in the co-operation of the friends 
of evangelical truth and order, in all their labours. We shall 
feel peculiar obligations to those who will contribute to our pages 
original matter, upon those subjects which they are intended to 
embrace. ~We commence this publication without the remotest 
hope of gain, but we trust from a sense of duty and a desire to do 
good. | 

As we do not hope to acquire any pecuniary advantages to our- 
selves, so we do not expect to gratify the pride of-authorsbip. But 
as we hold ourselves responsible for the sentiments of this paper, 
and in some measure for the manner in which those sentiments are 
conveyed ; so the editors will feel themselves at liberty, nay they 
will consider themselves Jound to alter whatever pieces are offer- 
ed for publication, that they shall judge erroneous. 

With these explanations we submit our work to the blessing and 
protection of heaven, and ask the support of the public. 


~— 
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Hints on Reformation. 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATION, 


ee 


Hints on Reformation. 


"Fo controvert those opinions 
which we have been accustom- 
ed to approve, and to denounce 
that conduct; which habit has 
made familiar and delightful, is 
the arduous task of a> reform- 
er. This task presents. diffi- 
culties which the timid abandon 
in*despair, and the unthinking 
and undecided augment into im- 
possibilities. Licentiousness pre- 
vails in the midst of those who 
feel that it is producing ruin, and 
the reign ef sin is suffered to pro- 
ceed undisturbed; because we fear 
the odium, or shrink from the la- 
bour which vigorous and open 
hostility may create. There is 
one class of men who think refor- 
mation impossible. They sit down 
to lament the prevalence of vice, 
and imagine that this is all the 


‘service which the cause of holi- 


ness can require, or they bestow. 
From them, no wisdom of de- 
sign, no vigour of execution in 
the reformation of morals, is to 
be expected. Men will not ex- 
ert themselves in what they es- 
teem a cause. They 
will not throw off sloth, to labour, 
where they risk their popularity, 
without the promise of useful- 
ness. ‘The sins of community, 
the fixed habits of vice, the 
strength of prejudice, and above 
all the love of sin, form so formi- 
dable a barrier to the progress of 
reform, and the hope of success, 
that they abandon the work, and 
content themselves with their 


own example, or swim with the 
tide. 


Such men are ' self-deceived. 
He who pleads the zmpossibility of 
effecting what God has required, 
and what he has promised to en- 
courage, is ‘excusing his own 
sloth, and his own vices, or he is 
apologizing for his cowardice. 

The cause of God is never 
hopeless in any place, or under 
any circumstances, until he aban- 
dons his people, and gives them 
up to work all uncleanness with 
greediness, that they may ripen 
for horrible ruin. But while he 
has a friend to pray, an individual 
to labour, duty is as clear as noon- 
day, and must never be forsaken. 
While his ear is open to hear, and 
his arm is stretched to save, we 
have’ every encouragement to 
persevere in the most ardent en- 
deavours,—to rebuke, exhort, and 
REFORM, with ajl long-suffering 
and patience. We are to take 
his word for our guide, and fol- 
low his commandments, in sea- 
sons of the “greatest declension, 
in times when vice shews her un- 
blushing front, and is loud, bold 
and daring in her blasphemies. 
We them are to “ hope, against 
hope.” 

If reformation was impossible, 
& wise and holy God would not 
have required it. They only 
who are ignorant of his character 
call him a “ hard master.”’ Be- 
sides, every argument which 
would prove the impossibility, of 
public reformation, would apply 
to individual repentance. True 
the sense of community may be 
opposed, the habits of sin may be 
‘summoned to the contest, and 

every passion and prejudice ar- 
































=e 


Fy 





4 Hints on Reformation. [Sert. 


rayed against the progress of re- 
form; but thése are nonew ene- 
mies, and they require no new 
weapons. The whole scope of 
the Bible is directed against 
them, and Gospel principles and 
the Gospel armour are equal to 
their defeat. The strong holds 
are destroyed by the mighty pow- 
er of God. The means with 
which he has furnished men, and 
the blessing with which he ac- 
companies them, are all-sufficient 
to triumph over oppression. 

In every good work we must 
calculate upon the hostility of the 
world. “ ‘The carnal heart is en- 
mity against God.” It has ever 
been opposed to his character, 
government and laws. It hates 
restraint, and whenever the opin- 
ion of society, or the labours of 
good re directed against 
the vices," thich it loves to cher- 
ish, it struggle with vio- 
lence to burst its réstraints, and 
trample on religion. Bad men 
will not only ridicule those who 
strive to maintain the dignity of 
the divine law, but they will per- 
secute them. Still we must not 
be intimidated. “ Fear not, lit- 
tle flock,” is the sweet and re- 
yiving command which nerves to 
new exertion, and will not suffer 
us to be “qweary in well doing.” 

We are not to fear consequen- 


ces when we are commanded | 


by Jehovah. They are in his 
hands; they will take place “ ac- 
cording tothe good pleasure of 
his will.” “He will promote his 
own glory and the real happiness 
of community. In that word 
which he has given for the rule 
of our lives, there is no compro- 
mise with vice—and we must 
a The corrupt opin- 
ions, fashions, and sins of the 


world, must be apposed with 
manly fortitude and unshaken 
constancy, and whenever good 
men will combine and exert 
themselves, they will succeed. 

Did Ezra, Nehemiah, and their 
friends, want success when they 
attempted to reform the morals 
of Jerusalem? Did Luther, Cal- 
vin, and Knox, want success, 
when they arrayed themselves in 
the strength of God, to oppose 
the most formidable vices—the 
most corrupt and abominable 
practices that the world ever wit- 
nessed? No. The voice of these 
reformers was heard throughout 
Europe, and shook the throne of 
the Pope to its fall. They had 
the world for enemies. Al! the 
power, the influence, the splen- 
dour of the nations were against 
them. They had to contend 
with prejudices which had been 
nurtured in the lap of the church, 
and to attack errors which were 
defended by the altar. Public 
sentiment, however, was chang- 
ed; the Sun of righteousness 
again shone upon a benighted 
world, and the Gospel trump 
sounded to the astonishment of 
the nations, and to the confusion 
of its foes. ‘If God be for us 
who can be against us.” 

It is, then, not only possible, 
but practicable, to attempt a re- 
formation of the prevailing licen- 
tiousness of manners—the vio- 
lation of the Sabbath—the alarm- 
ing spread of intemperance, and 
the dreadful profanity, that every 
where abountis. The times call 
for exertion. It is only by repent- 
ing of our sins, reforming our 
vices, and turning unto the Lord, 
with all our hearts, that we can 
hope to have those judgments 
which we experience removed, 




















' prevented. 
“who sigh 
and refer abominations com= 
mitted in the ‘of us,” before 
the God of mercies will stop his 
strange work, 

Toevery lover of his gquntsy’ s 
true glory,—to all whe hope for 
the consolations of Israel,—to all 
who are interested for the happi- 
ness and welfare of community, it 
becomes an.inquiry of the deep- 
est interest, howthey shall be ser- 
viceable to the cause of religion 
and aid the reforme-‘ion of morals. 

As to the necessity of reforma- 
tion there is no difference of opin- 
ion. How it shall be accompilish- 
ed, is the only subject upon which 
good men candisagree. The 
abounding wickedness—the a- 
larming deldness of vice—the in- 
creasing disregardof the Sabdazh, 
the Gosjiel, and of a “ conversa- 
tion becoming godliness,” the re- 
laxed opinions and the licentious 
practice of the world, all conspire 
to excite the fears, and rouse the 
exertions of every friend of truth, 
of every philanthropist, to sup- 
press their violence and check 
their progress. 

The question again recurs ;— 
How may the friends of morals 
und -religion, the advocates of 
evangelical piety, the loversof or- 
der—the servanis of the Mosr 
fl1cu. Gop in the Gosfiel of his 





Son, combine their efforts, concen- 


trate their energies, and employ 
their wisdom, to effect this desira- 
ble, this indisfiensable reforma- 
sion ? 

To answer this interesting and 
all-important inquiry, is the ob- 
ject of “ these hints.” If our o- 
Pinions shall clash with the sen- 
timents of those whom we have 
been accustomed to respect for 
Vor. I. No. 
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their talents, honour. for their 
wisdom, or venerate for their pi- 
ety,—if we shall be considered as 
assuming a task which belongs 
exclusively to those, more distin-- 
guished for their zeal, their at- 
tainments, and experience, we 
can only say, that our opinions 
are not the hasty conclusions of 
the moment,—they are not taken 
up suddenly, but they are the re- 
sult of deliberate observation, and 
prayeeful inquiry. We_ have 
Waited in vain to see some more 
experienced champions in the 
‘s holy warfare,” sound the alarm 
from these walls of Jerusalem. 
The pulpit has been zealously 
employed, but multitudes do not 
hear, and those who do, it is be- 
lieved, will. be more. solemnly 
roused to reflection and action, 
from the perusal of a publication 
whose: object is to call them to 
the frequent. contemplation of 
truth.. It is thought that in this 
way there may be more uniformi- 
ty of sentiment, design and ef- 
sore than can be obtained in apy 
other. We assume the labour, 
we hope, upon a humble. reli- 
ance upon him “ who durneth the 
hearts of men whithersoever he 
will,”’ and who is able to bless for 
his glory, and the edification of 
his people, the feeblest eflorts 
that are devoted to his cause. 
We are not insensible that the 
task has its discouragements and 
difficulties ; but if our papers 
shall be instrumental of exciting 
attention to the subject of refor- 
mation—of instructing a7y into 
the knowledge of: our Saviour— 
of confirming and comforting the 
saint, and of awaking the’ care- 
jess and secure, THEY WILL NOT 
BE IN VAIN. 
(To be continued ¥ 
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NOTICE OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


nae ROD OE 


“Article I—Five Discourses on 
the SapBaru, preached at 
Darham, (N. York) by Srtu 
Wiuxtiston, A. M. Pastor of 
the Presbyterian church _ in 
that place. Albany, printed 
by E. & F.. Hosford—pp. i44—- 
18mo. 


We are happy to notice 
this publication, which 1s 
devoted to the discussion 
of. one of the most impor- 
tant. subjects which can 
engage the attention or in- 
terest the feelings of com- 
munity. The religious 
ebservance of the Sabbath 
is a duty of the first im- 
portance. Wherever it is 
disregarded, there can be 
no true religion or morali- 
ty. The friends of both 
are always anxious to ex- 
plain and enforce the obli- 
gations under which men 
are placed, to ‘‘ remember 
the Sabbath day and keep 
it holy.”” Nothing tends 
so immediately and rapidly 
to destroy all the obliga- 
tions of morality, to sear 
the conscience, and to 
drive us to forget God, as 
the profanation of the 
Lord’s day. 

There is unquestionably 
a wait of popular publica- 


tions on this subject. By 
popular publications, we 
mean those which are easy 
of access, and are written 
in a style which the most 
illiterate can understand, 
and with so much truth, 
force of argument and facil- 
ity of manner, that the most 
learned cannot  confute. 
There are few, who have 
witnessed the opposition 
which the religious obser- 
vance of the Sabbath has 
met with, both in the a- 
vowed opinions and prac- 
tice of the world, who haye 
not felt themselves at a 
loss, what work he should 
recommend to the serious 
inquirer, who really wish. 
ed to prepare himself for 
the defence of the Sabbath: 
Mr. Williston confesses 
he has found himself in 
this situation, and was led 
to make this publication, 
that he might afford a 
cheap and important book, 
that should be exclusively 
devoted to this object. 

In the preface he ob- 
serves, 


* Almost a year ago, I was in- 
vited to spend a few days in per- 
forming ministerial labours, in 
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the attention. ; 
the important-su 

and others thou ht, that, at least, 
it was time to make a stand 
against the growing immoralities 
of the day. In two neighboring 
villages they weer attempting to 
form Moral Societies, for the pur- 
pose of uniting the influence and 
exertions of the friends of order, 
to suppress the open vices and 
immoralities which were abound- 
ing. I found that, among other 
things to which they were wish- 
ing to direct their attention, the 
profanation of the Lord’s day was 
one ; especially such a profana- 
tion of it as is forbidden by the 
laws of the state. I had free con- 
versation with some of those who 
were zealously engaged in this 
good work ; particularly with a 
minister of the Dutch Reformed 
Church; who, after perceiving 
that our sentiments on the holi- 
ness of the Sabbath were alike, 
asked me if I had any thing on 
‘the subject, with which I could 
favour them. I understood him 
to want some printed tract, for 
the purpose of distribution, to dif- 
fuse light and ‘conviction on this 
important branch of christian 
morality. I had not just the 
thing which I wished. The de- 
mand which had been made, by 
those who were engaged in so 
\good a cause, as to make an ef- 
-fort to stem the torrent of profli- 
gacy about to deluge our land, 
‘suggested to me the thought of 
writing a little tract on the sub- 
jectof the Sabbath. By convers- 
ing with these gentlemen, who 
were active in promoting the es- 
- tablishment of Moral Societies, I 
found that one great obstacle in 
their way, was the different senti- 









oo on the Sabbath.. ii 


_ ments entertained among the be- 


lievers of the Bible ‘about what is 
implied in sanctifying the Sab- 
bath, and what profanes it. I 
knew at the same time; that there 
were sonie professed believers in 
the Bible, who did not believe.in 
the moral obligation of sanctifying 
the Sabbath at all. These things 
determined my mind, if I wrote a 
tract on the HoLy DAY, todo it 
by spreading out before the read- 
er all those passages which I 
should find in the word of God 
relating to the subject, accompa- 
nied with some concise explana- 
‘tions and remarks. I remember- 
ed that Christ had said, “ The 
words that I speak unto you they 
are spirit, and they are life.” I¢ 
was hoped, while the feelings of 
the Divine Being, as e®pressed 
in his word, were summarily 
brought into view, that they who 
‘had not entirely renounced his 
word as their guide, and gone 
over to infidelity, would place 
their practice by the side of this 
standard; discover their devia- 
tions from it, and reform their 
abuses of this holy day. Although 
it was known that the truth, yea 
the whole truth, would, of itself, 
convert no transgressor ; yet who 
could tell but that God would ac- 
company his truth with his Spirit. 

“ This method was adopted, and 
the work. commenced, without a 
thought of delivering it from the 
pulpit: Butafier it was proceed- 
‘ed in a little way, it was deter- 
mined to put it into the form of 
pulpit Discourses: and a text 
was takea, which 1 am sensible 
would have stood as well at the 
head of some other Discourses, 
as of these ; and yet it is hoped 
that the text will not appear alto- 
gether unsuitable for these. The 
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work multiplied on my hands be- 
yond my expectation, by drawing 
out more comments, remarks, 
and practical improvement, than 
was first intended. Instead of a 
httle pamphlet, which was all 
that was first thought of, it. has 
become a litthke volume. It is 
dedicated, not only to Christian 
Churches, but also to Moral So- 
ciettes.’ For these it was more 
particularly undertaken. If it 
should afford them any assistance 
in making a stand against the 
alarming evils of the day; if it 
should enlighten and strengthen 
those who call the Sabbath a de- 
light; if it should open the eyes, 
and reform the practice of one 
SabBath-breaker ; it will appear 
in the end, that the labour has not 
been in vain, nor the. strength 
spent for nought.” 


Every sincere friend of 
the Sabbath and of true 
morality, is indebted to 
Mr. Williston, for under- 
taking a work from these 
good motives. We think 
that he has done a real ser- 
vice-to the cause of truth. 
In approving the work, 
however, we. confine. our- 
selves to its general influ- 
ence upon the morals. of 
community. We _ think 
this is decidedly good. 

He has founded his. ar- 
suments and observations 
on the word of God. His 
reasoning is conclusive and 
irrefutable. The manner 
is sometimes very happy 


“and ingenious. The work 


has some marks of haste, 
which we trust will not be 
found. in .another. edition, 
which we hope the public 
will call for.; We cheer- 
fully and eaiNestly recom- 
mend these Discourses to 
our readers. They are 
easily obtained, and are 
calculated to do real good 
to those who wish to be 
instructed in duty, or 
strengthen themselves a- 
gainst the growing disre- 
gard and _ profanation of 
this holy day. We ex- 
tract the following passa- 
ges from the second Ser- 
mon, as containing sound 
sense; and conveying sea- 
sonable instruction. 


The following remarks 
are upon Nehemiah xiii. 
15—22, to which the rea- 
der is referred. 


“In this portion of Scripture 
several lessons of instruction rela- 
tive to the Sabbath are taught. 


“ That some of those to whom 
the Sabbath is made known, and 


“even some who profess to be the 
people of God, are guilty of the 


most evident breaches of it. It 


“was in Judah that some were 


seen treading wine-presses on: 
the Sabbath, and bringing m 
sheaves, and lading asses, ‘and at-: 
tending to other secular business._ 
The command, which they had 
said they would obey, required 
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that in the Sabbath they should 
not do amy, work: But with 
that command before them, they 
were doing all manner of work. 
It is likely, however, that they 
invented some: excuse for it all., 

“ Welearn from the passage 
before us, that those who would 
wish to reform the nation with 
respect to the observance of the 
Sabbath, may have to contend 
even with the leading men of 
the nation. . Nehemiah ‘ con- 
tended with the nodles of Judah, 
and said what evil.thing is this 
that ‘ye do, and profane the Sab- 
bath-day ?”” It is important to la- 
bour with them.on this point for 
several reasons. First, These, 


generally, either make the laws” 


of the nation, or administer jus- 
They are therefore to. be 
a terror to evil doers... Secondly, 
The. nodles, or chief men, are 
very apt to disregard the Sab- 
bath themselves: Even - those 
-who make laws to,punish others, 
will often condact as if they 
themselves were above. the law. 
Their bad example in .this re- 
spect, has a most pernicious ef- 
fect on the community. .In the 
third place; It is peculiarly im- 
portant, that the rulers and lead- 
ing men of the nation should re- 
member to keep holy the Sab- 
bath, because their contempt of 
the command of God, pecul- 
iarly exposes. the nation to. judg- 
ments. David’s. pride in num- 
bering the people, brought the 
pestilence on his realm.. What 
-the rulers and leading men of 


& . the nation are, that character the 


nation is considered as possess- 
ing. And. this. is one thing 
_ which gives. significancy to that 
. - proverb, .“ When the. wicked 
bear rule the people mourn.” 





_trodden under foot. 








Mr. Williston’s Sermons on the Sabbati:. Ss 
_ .& By the passage before us we 
,are taught, that the pre ion of 
the Sabbath is one.of those things 
which may be expected to. bring 
down God’s, judgments. Did 


not your fathers thus, and didnot 
-our God. bring all this evil upon. 
us, and upon this city? yet ye 
bring more wrath upon Israel by 
_profaning the Sabbath.” On in- 
-fidel «minds, -it is not expected, 
_this will have..any weight. But 
to those who believe the Scrip- 
. tures to-be.a ‘true. declaration of 
the divine will,.must not this 


_vecord appear weighty? It is 


here declared. that Ged. brings. 
evil on the, nation and,city—and 
this evil is a display of his wrath. 
And. here his wrath is said to be 
aroused by seeing his holy day 
It is God | 
who sends the evil ; but it is we 
who, frocure it : Yet ye bring 
more wrath upon Israel by pro- 


faning the Sabbath. Let the pro- 


faners of the Sabbath, throughout 
this American Republic, know, 
that. they are bringing more 
wrath on this nation by their con- 
temptuous disregard of holy 
time! The nation. are already 
groaning under the rod of heav- 
en; and will ye bring more 
wrath upon this people by pro- 
faning the Sabbath ? 

« From the passage before us 
we are taught how it behoves us, 
to be in readiness to begin the 

. sanctification of the Sabbath, at 
its very commencement. There 
is a- precise time when the Sab- 


_bath begins and when it ends. 
. And.I can see no reason why the 


first and last parts of the holy 
day, are not as sacred as the 
middle of it. It is pretty evi- 


_dent that. the Sabbath did com- 
_™mence; (if it does not now,) at 
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the setting of the sun. Indéed, 


according to the Bible reckoning, 


all the days of the week began 
and ended at this time. If this 


original method of reckoning 
days, is still to be observed in ap- 
plication to holy time, (and I can- 
not discover that the Bible has 
pointed out any other method,) 


‘then the Sabbath is still to be 


sanctified from evening to eve- 
ning, without being considered 
as a part of two days. 

“ This pious gevernor of Ju- 
dah, whose heart was greatly set 
upon a thorough reformation, 


‘noticed that if the market was al- 


lowed to be kept up, and the 


gates of the city kept open until 


sun-down, the beginning of the 


‘holy day would be exposed to 


profanation. He therefore com- 
manded the gates of Jerusalem, 
(which it will be remembered 
was surrounded by mountains) 
to. be shut by that time the gates 
began to be darkened by the 
shadow of the mountains, before 
the Sabbath. ‘Twilight is not 
what is meant ; for then it would 
have been said, When it began 
to be dark: but now it is, When 









the gates of Jerusalem began te 
be dark. The sun still shone on 
the hill of Zion, which was in 
the midst of the city. By this 
then we are taught, that it is 
sinful to order business so as just 
to get out of the market, the 
merchant’s store, the justice’s 
court, the military review, the 
mill, the raising-bee, or the so- 
cial visit, at the moment when 


our days of labour ‘end ; and so 
‘be obliged to take the first part 


of the Lord’s time, to return ‘to 
our hemes. ‘* The Lord is a 
God of knowledge, and by ‘him 


“actions are weighed.” 


“« By the passage before us we 
are taught the great importance 
of zeal and perseverance ina Re- | 


‘former. This best of governors 


met with opposition: But it did 
not discourage him. He did not 
say, Nothing can be done. He 


‘did not bear the sword. in vain. 


He was a terror te evil doers. 
Whether he made Sabbath- 


breakers love the Sabbath or not, 


he made them forbear to disturb 
the peace of Jerusalem. ‘ From 


that time forth they came no 


more on the Sabbath.’ ” 


Es 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





The General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, at their meeting 
in Philadelphia, May last, di- 
rectedthe foliowing lettertothe 
churches under its care. It is 
devoted to asubject of universal 
interest. We republish it for 
the benefit of all our readers, 
and intreat them to give ita 


serious perusal. Until there 
is a complete reformation re- 
specting the Sabbath, we may 
expect the judgments of heav- 
en to multiply. God will vin- 
dicate his authority, and, en- 
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force obedience to his frecept, 4 
and his EXAMPLE. Letthose, 


esfiecially, who recognize the 
government of the Presbyteri- 
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an Church; remember that it 
is affectionately. addressed to 
them. That it comes from 
those “ who watch for their 
_ souls as those who must give 
_ account ;” who when they 
. have faithfully warned the 
wicked of his transgression, 
are delivered from his blood. 
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A PASTORAL LETTER 


Of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Curch in the U- 
nited States of America, to the 

* Churches under their care. 


Dear BRETHREN, 


From the printed report 
transmitted to you on the state of 
religion in our bounds, you will 
perceive the. prosperity, which 
God: has vouchsafed to our 
churches the past year—and you 
will, we trust; unite with us in 
praise and thanksgiving to his 
throne for his rich and conde- 
scending mercy. It is our duty 
to rejoice in this manifestation of 
the divine favour—but let us re- 
joice with fear and trembling. — 
Many causes still exist which 
threaten to cloud our prosperity , 
and to cover us with mourning. 
Lukewarmness, intemperance, piro- 
faneness, Sabbath-breaking, are 
prevailing sins in our land; and 
call aloud for our vigilance, our 
exertions ard prayers. 

While the Assembly would 
lift up a warning voice against 
every kind of iniquity, and re- 
commend such measures as pro- 


> misé in any degree to correct the 


evils of which they complain, 
they deem it proper at this time 
to direct the attention of the 
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frrofanation of the Lo d’s day, a 
sin to which many are particular- 
ly exposed from the prese 
jamitous state of our countr 

Brethren, the God, seheosll 
worship is a jealous God—jealous 
for the honour of his institutions 
—but for none more than for that 
sacred day which he has com- 
manded to be. solemnly and ex- 
clusively appropriated to his ser- 
vice. Any profanation of this 
day is an immediate affront to his 
holiness ; and when committed 
deliberately and’ openly, may be 
classed among those presumptu-, 
ous sins, against which he has 
given us the strongest proofs of 
his displeasure. 

The Lord has constituted the 
Sabbath a sign between him and 
his people ; a visible test of their 
sincerity. Ifthey violate the du- 
ties of this day, or fold their 
hands-in supineness and indiffer- 
ence, when they are violated by 
others, he will regard their offer- 
ings as hypocritical and vain.—~ 
This consideration deserves your 
serious attention, and ought to 
awaken and animate your zeal.— 
But itis more important that you 
should reflect, that the sanctifica- 
tion of the Lord’s day stands in 
close connection with all the in- 
stitutions of religion, and with 
the dearest interests of society. 
The visible worship of God can 
no longer be maintained than a 
sacred regard to this day is secur- 
ed. In every past period of the 
world it has been seen that a de- 
parture from the strict observ- 
ance of the sabbath has been fo!- 
lowed by a general neglect of re- 
ligious duty—and this by a relax- 
ation both of public and private 
virtue deeply to be deplored, as it 
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respects the peace and good “or- 
der of society, and the spiritual 
and eternal interests of mankind. 

We hold as’ important maxims, 
never to be Jost sight of, that 
without the sabbath there would 
be’no religion—without religion’ 
there will be no morality, and 
that where morality, sound and 
correct morality, ceases to form 
the basis of the public manners, 
the strongest bonds of society are 
dissolved, and nothing is to be 


_ expected but mutual jealousy and 


hatred, with all the crimes and 
miseries to which this painful 
and disordered state of things will 
aes 

Desirous, brethren to engage 
you in a vigorous and combined 
effort, to maintain the*authority 
and influence of the Sabbath, we, 
as a judicature of Christ’s’church, 
address you, and earnestly en- 
treat you to renew your attention 
to this subject. Take it into your 
serious and prayerful considera- 
tion ; view it in all its extent and 
relatietis ; mark its connection 
with the temporal and spiritual 
interests of mankind—its. aspect 
towards present and future gene- 
rations. “What shall become of 
our children whose spiritual and 
eternal destiny we should chiefly 
regard, if we suffer the holy Sab- 
bath to be violated and its sacred 
infuence lost ; 

Resolve ‘then, brethren, for 
yourselves, and for those com- 
mitted to your care, that you will 
strictly observe the duties of this 
day, deine nothing: which is in- 
compatibie with that religious 
sanctification of it, ‘so minutely 
explained and so solemnly en- 
joined in the word of God. « Let 
there be no coming in or going 
out among you—no bearing of 


burdens upon the Lotd’s day.— 


Piously abstain in thought, ‘word 


and deed, from all your worldly 
avocations and amusements, and 
let the whole of tnis consecrated 
time be a rest unto God,employ- 
ed only in the public’and private 
exercises’ of religion, except 
such portions of it as are obvi- 
ously due to works of necessity 
and mercy. 

Where it is prudent and prac- 
ticable, we recommend that'so- 
cieties be formed for the, purpose 
of mutual encouragement | and 
vigilance, and especially for 
guarding the Sabbath against en- 
croachments, made upon it by 
those who are unhappily igno- 
rant of its blessings, and regard- 
less of its authority and design. 
We invite to this subject the at- 
tention of parents and guardians, 
of ministers and elders of ‘the 
church. We entreat every friend 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom, ev- 
ery one who regards the welfare 
of society, whatever may be his 
capacity or relation, to exert his 
influence in promoting a strict 
and devout observance of” the 
Lord’s day. 

Need we remind you, chris- 
tian brethren, of the solemn com- 
mand of Jehovah, to “ remember 
the Sabbath day and keep it ho- 
ly ?”——Need we call to your re- 
collection the awful threatenings, 
which he has denounced and ex- 
ecuted’ against those, who have 
wantonly disregarded this com- 
mand * You know the history of 
his” providence ; ; you know that 
for this very sin among others, 
his ‘ancient people, the descend- 


ants of Abraham, were cast out © 
of his sight, and theirland, made |” 


to enjoy ‘that rest in desolation, 
which they had refused to conse- 
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crate to him inthe observance of “and general att 


= prescribed for his worship. 
e conclude by bringing to your 
remembrance those gracious 
words of the prophet :—~“ If thou 
turn away thy foot from polluting 
the Sabbath, from doing ‘shy 
fileasure on my holy day, and cail 
the Sabbath a delight, the holy cf 
the Lord, honourable, and shalt 
honour Aim, not doing thine own 
ways nor. finding thine own 
pleasure, nor speaking thine own 
words ; then shalt thou delight 
thyself in the Lord, and-I will 
cause thee to ride upon the high 
places of the earth, and feed thee 
with the heritage of Jacob thy 
dather, for the mouth of the 
Lord hath speken it.” 
JAMES INGLIS, 
| Moderator. 

Attest, 

Joun E..Letra, Perm, Clerk. 
Session of the Assembly, 

_ June ist, 1814. 
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A Narrative of the state of reli- 
- gion, within the bounds of the 
General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church; and of the 
- General Association of Con- 
. mecticut, of Massachusetts, and 
of. the General Convention of 
Vermont, during the last year. 


In. reviewing the dealings of 
Divine Providence towards their 
churches the past year, the Gen- 
eral Assembly have abundant tes- 
timony, that the King of Zion is 
wee guardian ofhis people. Ev- 

ry.glance. discovers the finger 
of C God. In those congregations 


Be at are favoured with the insti- 
: of the Gospel, the Assem- 
pemenps to find a respectful 
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‘to the 
preached word. oe in a 


few places, there hag been a par- 
tial suspension of ministerial la- 
bours, arising from the unhappy 


‘State of some congregations, on 


our frontiers ; and in others,some 
defecticn in the regard which has 
been heretofore paid to the du- 
ties of the Sanctuary ; yet there 
has been onthe whole,an increased 
attention to the means of grace. 

There is.a state between that 
stupidity, which casts a gloom 
around every prospect, and that 
excitement, which gilds every 
prospect with hope, that charac- 
terizes many of our congrega- 
tions. In these churches, there 
is no general out-pouring of the 
Spirit of grace ; but there is that 
anxiety to hear the preached 
word, that solicitude to frequent 
public and private associations 
‘sr prayer, together with some 
instances of conviction, and more 
of solemnity, which we venture 
to hail as the earnest of better 
days. 

In many of our congregations, 
these days of hope have already 
issued in seasons of refreshing 
and joy. The same Saviour that 
took away the hard and. stony 
hearts of the Jews in Babylon, 
and that shed forth his Holy 
Spirit on the day of Pentecost, is 
giving before our eyes, signal 
exhibitions of his amiable sove- 
reignty, and irvesistible grace,— 
In many places, the people of 
God have been roused from their 
lethargy; affected withclear views 
of divine things, and animated 
with ardent desires to promote 
the interest of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, and to see it promoted 
in the world. The attention of 
the thoughtless has been power- 
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fully arrested. Multitudes have 


been awakened to a sense of their 


sinfulness, their Janger, and their 


duty ; and many a stout hearted 


rebel has been brought to bow 
before the feet of a crucified Sa- 
viour, The Congregations that 


-have been eminently favoured 
-with these effusions of mercy, 


are in the towns of Pompey and 
Homer, within the Presbytery of 
Onondaga ; in Utica, Whitesbe- 
rough and Litchfield, within the 
Presbytery of Oneida; and in 
Hebron, within the Presbytery of 


‘Columbia. In several congrega- 


tious within the bouncs of the 


-Jersey Presbytery, in addition to 
‘the gleaning of an earlier har- 
‘vest, there have been a number 


of extensive revivals. New-Prov- 


idence, Morristown, Bloomfield, 
‘Orange, Newark, Elizabethtown 
-and Connecticut Farms,have been 


highly favoured of God. In Han- 


‘over, South Hanover and Spring- 


field particularly, the right hand 
of the Lord has b: en truly. exalted, 
within the course of the past 


‘winter. While casting our eyes 


toward this favoured district of 


‘country, where there have been 


three extensive revivals in eleven 
years, we remember with thank- 
fulness, the years of the right hand 
‘of the Most. High, and render 
praise to him whose mercy endur- 
eth forever. 4m Princeton and 
in Kingston, within the bounds of 


the New-Brunswick Presbytery, 


we have also the privilege to 
state, that there is an increased 
attention to religion. We are 
exceedingly happy to hear that 
God is drawing so'nearone of our 
principal Seminaries of learning ; 

and we indulge the hope that he 
will again visit in mercy, this fa- 
voured Institution. We have 
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reason to believe, that vital piety 


is evidently rising in influence-in 


some parts of Virginia. In Rich- 
mond, Petersburgh, Fredericks- 


burgh, and particularly Norfolk, 


there have been considerable ef- 


fusions of the Spirit, though no 


general revivals. New churches 
have been established ; encour 
aging additions to them have been 


made ; and at the present time, 
the prospect is unusually animia- 
ting. In the counties of Alber- 
marle, Culpepper and Madison, 


very considerable attention — has 
been excited by the labours of 
Missionaries. In the congrega- 


tionsof Hawfields andCrossroads, 
-within the bounds of the Presby- 


tery of Orange, there has also 
been some unusual. seriousness. 


-In the Presbytery of West Lex- 


ington, the prevalence of malig- 


nant disease has been followed by 


deep searchings of heart and anx- 
ious cries for mercy. Andamong 
the blacks in the Presbytery of 
Harmony, we arerejoiced to learn 
there is much solemnity. and 
great engagedness in divine 
things. In. some of the afore- 
mentioned places, the attention 
‘to religion seems to be at present 
-on the decline, and in others, it 
is still advancing. The whole 
scene is enough to gladden the 
heart. The risen emer still 
has the work of salvation in his 
own hands, and turneth the hearts 
of the children of men, whither- 
soever he will, as the: rivers of 
water are turned. 

The subjects of these revivals 
have been chiefly from among 
the youth—from the children’ of 
believing parents; and in some 
places, particularly from 
youth who have paid. pu 
and respectful regard. to catechet- 
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_ “our cities; have increased in 
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ical’ instruction. The general 
character of the work has been | 
such.as usually marks the genu- 
ine operations of the Holy Spirit. 
Though not without great power 
of feeling, the subjects have been 


Aree from the «appearance of ex- 


travagance. The seasons of wor- 
ship have been sacredly still, 
rather than tumultuously violent. 
The speechless agony of multi- 
tudes who have been brought to 
see their sinfulness and their dan- 
ger, ‘has been more the effect of 
truth bearing down wpon the con- 
science, than that transient and 
violent: emotion, excited by nat- 
ural fear, and cherished by animal 
feeling. They have been deeply 
impressed ‘with a sense of the in- 
finite majesty and holiness of 
God,—of the spirituality, extent, 
and obligationsof the divine law— 
the exceeding sinfalness of sin— 
the total depravity of the human 
heart,~—the necessity of regene- 
ration by the almighty power of 
the Holy Spirit—of justification, 
mot by works, but freely by the 
‘grace of God, through the redempi- 
tion that isin Christ Jesus—the 
“indispensable ‘necessity of an in- 
terest in atoning blood, and of 
‘that Aoliness without which noe man 
shall see the Lord. 

The General Assembly are 
gratified to learn that praying 
societies, established for the spe- 
cial purpose of imploring the 
effusion of the Holy Spirit upon 
‘the Churches 3; Charitable insti- 
tutions for the aid of poor and 
‘pious young men for the sospel 
ministry, and: for sending the 
‘gospel to the heathen—and soci- 
‘eties for the religious instruction 

the children ‘in the suburbs of 


Bumber, and are widely extend- 
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18 
ing their influencé. Nor can 
they regard with too much grati- 


tude, the heavenly ardor of many 
sious females, whose weekly as- 
sociations for prayer, and daily 
exertions in the distribution of 
Bibles among the poor, show us 
what it is to imitate the example 
of him who went about doing 
good, ; 

‘The Assembly feel no small 
satisfaction, in stating the increase 
of united and vigorous effort in 
some portion of country within 
their limits, for the advancement 
of morals. ‘A solicitude upon 
this subject is beginning to be 
felt. The indispensable necessity 
of embodying the influence of 
the land im favour of religion and 
morality, is beginning to be felt 
deefily ; and we cannot but hope 
that such a combination will be 
formed ; and cannot but*believe 
that it will be greatly successful. 

During the year past, Bible 
Societies have greatly inereased 
in number and utility. Few dis- 
tricts of our country are now 
without them. Their influence 
is widely extensive, and incalcu- 
lably beneficial. Experience has 
proved that no human exertions 
are so effectual to harmonize 
christians, to excite religious 
zeal, to suppress vice and im- 
morality, and to diffuse light and 
knowledge, as the gratuitous dis- 
tribution of the Word of Life.* 





* A circumstance of peculiar inter- 
est to the church, occurred lately in 
one of the Western towns of Virginia. 
A pious voung man was employed 
to sell on the day of election, Bibles 
for the Bible Society ; who, having 
disposed of them, sent for an addi- 
tional quantity. The person who ap- 
plied for them is a pure descendant ef 
him who " asa prince had power with 
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The Assembly rejoice, to have 
it in their power to state, that 
the Great Head of the Church, 
has vouchsafed a signal blessing, 
on the Missionary efforts of the 
past year. Forty Missionaries 
have been employed the last year, 
whose journals afford the most 
pleasing testimony of the benefi- 
cial result of their labours. Se- 
veral new churches “have been 
organized, and more have been 
put into ® forming state. Many 
new Churches are growing up in 
the Western parts of Tennessee; 
a Missionary Society has lately 
been formed in that State. The 
call for Missionary exertion “is 
loud; and the services of our 
Missionaries have been received 
with emotions of gratitude and 

oy- 
. In taking a view of the state 
of religion within the bounds of 
the Assembly, an interesting ob- 
ject which arrests the attention, 
is the infant Theological Semina- 
ry, lately established at Princeton. 
From this Seminary, it is hoped, 
that many able and faithful labour- 
ers will go forth to reap the whi- 
tening harvest. The state of this 
Seminary is at once promising 
and critical. It is under the im- 
mediate superintendance and in- 


God and with men and prevailed.” 
But he is converted to the doctrine of 
the cross; has been baptized in the 
name of our crucified but adored Mas- 
ter; is a member of the Messiah’s 
church militant ; lives in the faith and 
hope of “ the truth as it is in Jesus,” 
and adorns the doctrine of God our 
Saviour. Behold this Israelite, carry- 
ing in the presence of a vast assembly 
of citizens, Stereotype Bibles, and ex- 
erting himself to increase the disper- 
sion of the word of life.. The ‘few 
daden with that Gospel which his fa- 
thers rejected ! 


fSerr.. 


struction of two able Professors, 
who devote their whole time, la- 
boriously to the education of ‘the 
youth committed to their charge. 
The number of these youth has 
already been as great as twenty- 
four; and if the means of sup- 
porting the establishment shall 
be furnished, there is the most 
flattering prospect that it will be- 
come a fruitful nursery for the 
Church. But unless these means 
shall be furnished speedily and 
liberally, every prospect wili be 
clouded, and the raised expecta- 
tions of many of the friends of 
Zion utterly disappointed. The 
Directors of that Seminary have 
reported a statement of the assist- 
ance which has been furnished 
by benevolent associations of fe- 
males, to such of the Theologic- 
al students as need pecuniary aid, 
which has surprised, gratified, 
and exceedingly rejoiced their 
fathers and brethren - in- the 
church. Let them proceed, and 
abound inthese works - of pious 
benevolence, so worthy of them, 
and so ornamental to our holy re- 
ligion ; and let all of both sexes, 
who witness their liberality, re- 


-solve te go and do likewise. 


In this review we rejoice. Who 
is a God like unto our God, that 
frasseth by the transgressions of 
the remnant of his heritage, and 
will not retain his anger for ever, 


because he delighteth in mercy ! 


But we leave this pleasing ret- 
rospect. We turn with grief 
from these scenes of verdure and 
delight, to that extensive vast, 
-where no verdure animates ; that 
barren heath, on which there is 
no dew, nor rain from the Lord. 
Between three and four hundred 
of our Congregations are desti- 
tute of the stated ministrations of 
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toward divine things. 


-® policy of the church. 
|) derest and the strongest bands of 
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preached gospel. Thousands 
in this land of vision, are destroy- 
d for lack of knowledge ; thou- 
sands suffering @ famine, not a 
amine of bread, nor a thirst for 


swater ; but of hearing the words 


of the Lerd. And even in the 
midst. of gospel privileges, we 
behold very many and very large 
portions of our Church in a state 
of deplorable stupidity. The 
same rain and sunshine that ripen 


the wheat for the garner of the. 


Great Husbandman, appear to be 
ripening the tares for the un- 
quenchable flame. We have also 


| too much -evidence of awful de- 


clension among many of the pro- 


| fessed followers of Jesus Christ. 


In very many of our congrega- 
tions, the past.year has been a 
season of chilling indifference 
Seasons 
when the people of God were an- 
imated with fervent zeal for the 
promotion of the divine glory, 
have given way to seasons, when 
the pitiable attachment.to earth, 
the pursuit of lying vanities that 
cannot firofity unhappy and need- 
less dissensions, have superseded, 
and almost eradicated the once 
‘tender solicitude for. the accom- 
ee of God’s gracious de- 

in favour of his people. - O, 


| pole shall we speak of that crim- 


mal indifference toward the cause, 
for. which, the Babe of Bethle- 
hem was bathed in tears—the Son 
of God. crimsoned, with blood ! 
Jerusalem is almost forgotten. 
Zion’s fair heritage lies desolate. 
‘The spirit, the maxims, and the 
policy of the world, begin in some 
instances, to be intimately inter- 
woven with. the. discipline and 
The ten- 


union; in some churches, begin 
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to be severed. Thgt noxious 
weed, the spirit of party, while it 






embitters the sweetness, and poi- 
sons the life of vital godliness, is 
unnerving the vigour of Christian 


exertion. .Connected with these 
foreboding symptoms, there is a 
Recta: + prevalence of vice . 
and immorality. Profane swear- — 
ing,intemperance, Sabbath break- 
ing, and other immoralities, exist 
in many places to an alarming 
degree, threatening to sap the 
foundation of our religious and 
civil institutions. 

From our brethren in the New- 
England States we have received 
very interesting information. 
From the General Association af 
Connecticut, we learn, that nu- 
merous revivals of rejigion have 
taken place in that state the past 
year; particularly in the city of 
Hartford, in the congregations of 
East-Hartford, Orfield, Weath- 
ersfield, Simsbury, North Coven- 
try, Litchfield, Milton and South 
Farms. These revivals have, 
under God, been occasioned, and 
promoted by the preaching of the 
great doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion. In some instances, this 
work of divine grace has been 
slowly progressive ; in others, 


sudden and powerful ; but in all, 


silent, deep, and apparently gen- 
uine. The moral influence of 
this work of grace has been emi- 
nently salutary, and signally man- 
ifested, in unusual, and general 
solicitude fer the suppression of 
vice, and the promoticn of mo- 
rality. 

From the General Association 
of Massachusetts Proper, we 
learn that the cause of truth, in 
opposition to Socinian and Arian 
errors, is on the whole advancing, 
though not rapidly. A number 
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of revivals of religion haye taken 
place in this state, particularly in 
the towns of Gloucester, Lee, 
Longmeadow and Stockbridge. 
Some favourable appearances are 
exhibited at Falmouth,. and in 
several places in the western part 
oi the state. The numberof 
students.in the Theological Sem- 
inary at Andover, is about sixty. 
The greater part of the present 


members of Williams College 


are protessorsof religion. Spirit- 
ed and persevering. efforts are 
likewise here making for the 
reformation of morals. 

From the General Convention 
of the state of Vermont we hear 
some things to deplore, and some 
that are matter of rejoicing. In 
those places that are adjacent to 
the seat of war. there has been an 
awful defection from goed morals, 
and a lamentable increase of bold 
aad daring vices. A few towns 
have been favoured with special 
outpourings of the Divine Spirit, 
particularly Bridport and Pawiet. 
Of the Members of Middlebury 
College we are happy to learn 
there are about fifty who have it 
in view to devote themselves to 
the work of the ministry. 

On the whole, the Assembly 
cannot but feel, that the cause of 
religion and morality has been 
signally advanced the past year. 
Notwithstanding all the sin and 
wretchedness of our world, the 
past year has been a year of joy 
to our churches. The Lord 
seems to have come outlof his 
place to redeem Zion with judg- 
ments, and her converts with ri¢hi- 
eousness. _ While, with one hand, 
he is pulling down strong holds, 
and casting down imaginations ; 
with the other he is raising Jeru- 
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‘ 
salem from the dust, and cloth- 
ing her with the garments of 
streagth and salvation. TPhesame 
voice. that is proclaiming the day 
of vengeance of our God, is atso 
proclaiming the acceptable year 
of the Lord. The night is far Gpi 
spent, the day is at hand. ‘The 
darkness is fast. Already is the & 
command gone forth to the tribes 
of the wilderness and the islands 
of the sea, Arise, shine, O Zion ! 
for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upfion thee, and 
the Gentiles shall come to thy &ght, 
and kings to the brightness of thy 
rising. At is too late a period, 
Christians, te sit down, and fold 
your arms. in the gloom of dis- 
couragement and inactivity. Yes, 
it. is. too late. a period. The 
mountains of ignorance and idol+ 
atry wii welcome the feet of 
them that publish good tidings; 
the Wilderness of this Western 
world will blossom as the rose ; 
the altars of the East will be 
overturned ; the images of Mo- 
loch will be broken down, and the 
only question is, whether the 
work shall be performed, and the 
reward enjoyed by others, or by 
you? O brethren, our hearté 
beat high with hope. Will the§- 
Lord.cast.off for ever? Wiil his 
anger smoke against the sheep of F¥ 
his frasture 2: Arisey O God! 
filead thine own cause! Amen, Rh 
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rust 17, the Missionary Society 
of the city of Hudson, held their 
qual meeting im the Presbyte- 
sian Church in this eity. The 
Rev. Mr. CuzsteR delivered a 
Sermon on the eccasion, from 
these words—“ The Lord thy 
Godin the midst of thee is migh- 
ton / ty.” A collection was taken up 
o aid the funds: Immediately 

ter divine service, the Society 
formed, and the board of Direc- 
A tors reperted, as also the Treas- 
urer and Awuditor, agreeably to 
the requirement of the constitu- 
tion. These reports were all 
approved and accepted by the So- 
iety, after which the following 
officers were elected for the en- 
q pss-4 year. 


TBev. Joux Cres er, President. 
Mr. Joun F. Jenxins, V. Pres. 
Mr. Frep. L. Foieer;, Sec’ry. 
Mr. Jozt Haves, Jr. Treasurer. 
Mr. Parrick Fanwnine, Auditor. 
James Srronc, Esq. ‘) 
Mr. Dante. Coren, 
Just. M’Kinstrry, Esq. 
Ma. Wm. O. testes 


‘ose ; 
i be 
Mo- 
d the 
the 
d the 
or by 
earts 
L the 
dl his This Society. was fovintd last 
jf. of Gyear. - There are nearly one hun- 
red J Edrec seesulionns We republish 
en. heir .Constitution, 8c. for the 
, Bpurpose of making this Society 
Gen- Bore generally known in this ci- 


Come 
mittee 









presumed would join it, if they 
ere acquainted with its object. 
There is scarcely an individual 
ho cannot afford to pay the sum 
@hichwill make him a member. 
hatsum is purposely smea//, that 
ny one who has’ a disposition 


AY, 
‘. 


: P : 


. There are many whom it is’ 


ay embrace the opportunity of 
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Sadia atopeety aan doing something, systematically 
and h for Ged, and the 

On Ww evening, Au- cause of benevolence. “Perhaps 


there ‘are’ some, who wave not not 
had an opportunity to subseribe 
the Constitution. They are infors 
med that they can become mem:- 
bers of the Society, by applying 
to any individual of the board of 
officers: It cannot be necessary 
to urge such a step toa benevo- 
lent mind. The cause of the 
suffering heathen, and our desti- 
tute brethren, must arrest the 
attention of all thinking and char- 
itable men. Ifany one in reading 
this article shall feel emotions of 
charity swell in his bosom, let 
him be persuaded immediately 
to come forward. While the 
ardour of mercy lasts, let him 
enlist himself with a Society, 


_ which has for its object the high- 


est interest of our fellow-crea- 
tures. Phere are some of the 
original members who have not 
yet paid the annual tax ; they are 
respectfully invited todo it as 
soon as possible, as the board of 
directors wish to pay over all their 
funds to the Missionary Society 
of Berkshire and Columbia at 
their next meeting. That meet- 
ing is to be held in the Presbyte- 
rian Churth in this city, on Tues- 
day the 20th Sept. 1814. 


ee ee 


Constitution of the Missionary Sé- 
i Vf the City of Hudson. 


To assist in spreading the say-. 
our of the name of the Lord Je- 
sus—to co-operate with those 
who are engaged in sending the 
glad tidings of salvation to those 
who have never listened to the 
sound of mercy :-—te pomt cut 


— 
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the path to heaven, to those, who 
travel the way to death—and to 
eonvey the. light, liberty, and 
peace of the Gospel, to those who 
inhabit “ the dark corners of the 
earth,” which are filled with vio- 
lence—is the indispensable duty, 
as well as the highest frivilege 
and happiness of Christians. 

Therefore, We whose names 
are here subscribed, do. agree to 
associate, for the purpose of 
forming a Missionary Society, 
and promise to pay the sums af- 
fixed to our names, to be em- 
ployed in spreading. the. Gospel, 
in our own land, and among the 
destitute heathen in other lands, 
agreeably to the Constitution and 
rules hereafter mentioned. 


CONSTITUTION, &c. 


Article]. The name of this 
association shall be, Zhe Mission- 
ary Society of the City of Hudson. 

Il. The object of the Society 
shall be, to raise money to be 
employed in sending the Gospel 
to the destitute, and especially to 
co-operate with the Berkshire 
and Columbia Society. 

Ill. Any person, whether male 
or female, may become a mem- 
ber by subscribing these articles, 
and paying one Dollar annually. 

IV. Any member may with- 
draw, by giving written notice to 
the Secretary, and paying arrear- 
ages. — 

V.. The officers of the Society 
shall be a President, V icétPresi- 
dent, Secretary, Treasurer and 
Auditor, who together with a 
committee of four persons, shall 
form a Board of Directors. 

Vi. The Secretary shall keep 
a record of the proceedings of the 
Society, which shall meet annu- 


ally, and of the boardof Directors, 
who shall meet on their own ad- 


journment.—T he Freasurer shall 


receive all monies. and pay them 
to the order of the: Directors, 
and the Auditor shall annually, 
previous to the meeting of the 
Society, examine the Treasure 
er’s account, and report to. the 


‘Society 


Vik. The Treasurer shall also, 
accept all donations, and record 
the names ofthe donors. 

VIII. The. subseriptions shall 
be due in the month of July, and 
the annual meeting, shall be held 
on the 2d Wednesday in August 
ofeach year. . 

IX. The: Constitution may be 
altered at each annual meeting, 
by the vote of the senpnitty eal 
ent. . 

X. All expences of the Secie 
ty, will be defrayed. by money 
drawn from the Treasury, by the 
Directors. ahi ae 


- In presenting this paper for the 
consideration and patronage of 
the inhabitants of this city,. itis 
most earnestly. desired,. that they 
may justly appreciate their duty. 
A missionary spirit is perva 
the Christian world. The bles- 
sing. of heaven has. rested upon 
its exertions ;. many in this place 
have expressed a wish to join in 
efforts. so honourable to. chris- 
tianity, and to assist a charity so 
blessed, and so beneficial. Hith- 
erto’ nothmg has been done in 
this city to assist these labours 
of love... When we remember 
our precious privileges, our im- 
mortal hopes, and reflect upon 
those portionsof the earth that are 
still covered with the night of ig- 
nofance, superstition, and jdola- 
try, can we want motives to in- 
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duce us fo assist in “directing 


poral i ee ous light of the 
is but 


é that: 
we pee nk e ask it for the bene- 
fit of peris “souls. © We em- 
ploy it to people’ the ns of 
happiness, and ‘to swell the tri- 
umphs of the’cross. — 

- The poorest’ can gives some- 
thing. The wealthy may‘ give 
much. “We will be thankful for 
the “widow's mite,” and will re- 
ceive with gratitude the “ rich 
man’s talent.?**) 
. 

ne 
The following is takén froma late 
English publication. 

British and Foreign Bible Society. 
. On .Wednesday the 4th of 
May last, the Tenth Anniversa- 


ty'of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society was held at “The 


‘Free. Mason’s Hall, Queen ‘st. 


Lincoly’ s inn fields.” The Re- 
port read by Lord Teignmouth, 
the President, contained a variety 
of interesting matter relative to 
the progress’ made by the Insti- 
tution in cerarass: om ts of the 
world. 

The total of net receipts with. 
in: “the yéar were reported to be 


£87,216 68, 9d.; and of payments, 


£84652 19, 5d. and the Society’s 

engagements with its domestic 
and foreign Societies for the cur- 
rent year, £28,600. The total is- 
sué*of Bibles and Testaments, by 
the Society, both at home and on 
the Continent,’ amounted: to 
1,026,845; and if to these be add- 
ed 122,000, printed or now print- 
ing'by -Societies in Europe only, 
aided’by the’Society at home, the 





‘total. ‘amount will be }, 51585850 


copies, ‘ 
Vor. I. No. 1. 





. Patterson, — 
Rev. R. Pinkerton, (from Mos- 


British and Foreign Bible Society—Jews in London: 25 


His Royal Hij ghness the Duke 
of Kent, the Chancellor of the 
hia ranr the Bishops of Salis- 

bury and Norwich, the Earl of 
Northesk, Lord Gambier, ‘the 


‘Swedish Ambassador, (to Mad- 


rid,) the Dean of Wells, the War- 
den of Manchester, the Principal 
of the! eee meer Hall, (Oxford,) 
Messrs. Wilberforce, A. Thorn- 
ton, Porcher, and C. Grant, jun. 
Rev. Dr. Romeyn, (from New- 
York,) the Rev. Dr. Thorpe, 
Shi Dublin,) the Rev. W. 
Dealtry, Rev. G. Burder, Rev. J. 
(from Petersburgh, ) 


cow,) and the Secretaries, took 
a share in the business of the day. 
From the importance of the com- 
munications, the number» and 
rank of the attendants, and the in- 
terest excited by the able and im- 
pressive addresses, this” may be 
justly considered’ as* having ex- 
ceeded in point of effect, ° any 
serge aa pyc he 


—e— 
Account of the Jews in London. 


On Thursday evening, Sep- 
tember 9th, 1813, a Society was 
organized at the Jews’ Chapel, in 
London,’ by FORTY converted 
children of Abraham. The Rev. 
J. S.C. F. Frey, a true and. line- 
al descendant of the father of the 
Jaithful, is their Chairman, and 
stated Preacher. This Society 
of Christian Israelites is one of 
the: blessed results of the ¢stab- 
lishment of “the London Society 
for promoting Christianity .a- 
mongst the Jews.” This ‘last 
establishment has a school under 
its care for the education of He- 
brew children. — 

a ae 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION. IN KINGS~ 
TON, M ih 
‘ ~ Fitom the Panofilists 
Dear Siz,’ 

In compliance: with your wish- 
es, F transmit: you a briefi-ac- 
count of the nevival of religion, ‘at 
Kingston, N. H. the past season. 
As it was neithe general; notat+ 
tendediwith any peculiar circumi- 
stances, I. have’ doubted’ whether 
it should. be noticed: in_your high- 
ly usefiil Magazine In oné view, 
ur may not, perhaps, be uninter- 
esting’ lt confirms. the truth, 
that God often blesses the pious 
exertions and. faithful labours. of 
his ministers, afier the instru- 


" ments-are laid aside,—the labour- 


erscalied' home. 

The distinguished. literary. and 
theological acquirements of: the 
late Rev.. Det Thayer, the: last 
minister of: Kingston; are exten: 
sively, known. His sermons were 
truly evangelical and his manneér 
of detivery® affectionate. His 
prayers were dévotional, his la- 
bors unwearied; his life exempla- 
ry, and his death tranquil. Dur- 
ing his. ministry, which was of 
about thirty-five years continu- 


ance, few additions were made to 


the church. At: his settlement, 
it consisted of about 90 members; 
ut hisedeath ‘of. 17.” One male 
member only remained ; and‘he 
was so infirm as rarely to attend 

lic worship. The state of 

t people, when the Doctor 
diedy ‘was’ truly lamentable.» ‘To 
use his own language,’ ar- 
ed, that “God bi about te ae 
Loammi upon them, the melan- 


choly memorial of! departed glo- 4 


‘About one year after Dr. Thay- 
er’s death, “hich was the’ last of 
March, 181%, the seed of Divine 


Revival.of Religionia Bingeten, (N: H.). [Samer 


truth, which’ he had : exhausted 
his to.sow, which he had: 
so often Watered with his'tears, 
and commetided!to the’ ost 






ot Godby prayers, began tos 
up. A’number of youth ma 
fested ‘an’ unusual» 
Public worship’ ‘was. mo aes 
rally attended:’ Phe: coun 
ces of the hearers: were’ unusual 
ly solemn, their attention Tiveted; 
and ‘tumbers” were ‘drowned ‘in 
tears.” ‘A’ divine energy appear- 
ed to attend ‘the instructions giv- 
en in the satictuary, and in the 
family. No i larities were 
manifested in any of the religious 
ineetings: =A profound solemni- 
ty uniformly: pervaded them. it 
was ‘the still small voice of 1 
jah’s ‘God, which | ‘pierced “w 
the svowe of conviction, or yee 
soled: with the promises of thé 
2° Tn private ‘ec 
those-under ‘serious impréssions 
shortly tase adeep ‘sense 
of the depravity—the pollution 
of their’ Hearts ;"a - conviction “of 
‘of sin, ‘particu- 
larly that “opposition of heart to 
God, and his'government, which 
they: discovered) in themselves. 
The , convictions: of > heme An 
ungent, as to” be almost 
: “AW Ww pant 
vather. dha their danger, render- 
ed. thos: who ‘were under éonvic- 
tion comfortless ‘by day, andyale 
rye ms erat by night.) he 
Conan ‘those, ‘who “be- 


















manner. Where hopes were 
obtained, distress. of mind: was 
succeeded by. ‘a tranquil’ frame, 


which sometimes excited’ fears, 
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lest, they» were returning to. r% 
state of stupidity. This compo- 
on awe at 
ree of hope in the 
Christ, and ait expbessed de an 
* the character, cor 
ord, worship:and-or of 
od,. with tee | sires-to be 
eeslly devoted to: his. service. 
When inquiring of one, whose 
distress had.sbsided, what was 
the state of her mind, she an- 
swered to this effect. © “I’cannot 
maine ip wll feelings, 7 
yu e uage of Jact : 
Truly, God is so thee flace, i and ¥ 
knew it not.» My mind has been 
exploring distant regions to dis- 
cern the being and perfections of 
God; but this. _morning I seem 
to behold him in ever thing — 
His perfections are conspicuous 
in adi his works. _ They are pre- 
eminently displayed in the glori- 
ous work of redemption. What 
appears most lovely in. the char- 
acter and.government of .Jeho- 
vah,.is that holiness which 
shines with such lustre in thet 
I seem. to have lost the of 
tion of heart to God which’ Bick 
possessed.” 

The.awakening continued from 
March to. August, 1813, Twe 
ty-four were added to the church, 

more. than one. third of whom 
were nme gi members. Some of 
these. were persons who - ha 
previously entertained | es, 
some who then obtained 
have not yet. professed religion. 
The fruits of this awakening, as 
far as my observation and infor- 
mation extend, are.ia prayerful 
temper of mind,,and a humble, 
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Inetdliations, Asc ‘ az 


‘circumspect, and exemplary con- 
duct. That the ‘would gra- 
‘Cciously visit all our towns with a 
reign of righteousness jmathat he 


would bless all your excriions to 
disseminate religious knowledge, 


and... advanee » the. ‘Redeemer’s 


cause, are the ardent desires of 
a affectionate friend and hum- 


vant. 

if ERVEY WILBUR. 
babi 

_ tabaci Atrions. 


tk May he, ‘Mr, Youn Dr- 
wit? (aie of Liankebow, Mass.) 
was installed Pastor of the Dutch 
‘Church in Albany, as cplleaguc 
with ie Rev. oun: M. Brap- 
FORD, D. D—Se rmon, by. the 
Rev. Guizert R. Livixeston, 
of. Coxsackie. 

In June last, the Rev. il 
Waters, (late of Chatham, in 
the cqunty of Columbia, N. Y.) 
was Gnetatien paacraren of the church. 
in West Stockbridge, Mass. 





Anxvat Mretixe oF 
FEY Pearce AND Cotumara 
IONARY SociETY will be 
he iain this city, on ‘Tuesday the 
1Sth.of $ pt. 1814.. A Sermon 
is. Mo He. eli stad by. the Rev. 
r. Fireny ent, of Wil- 
jiams’ College, ass, in the 
Presbyterian Meeting-house, at 
2 .o°clock, P, M.; after whick 
a business of the Seciety is. to 
be transacted. 
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“ Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, Jor the end of chav’ 
man is peace.” ~ 


SwEET is the scene, when virtue dies, 
When sinks a righteous soul to rest,. 
How mildly beam the closing eyes S ag 
How gently heaves the expiring breast ? 


So fades a summer’s cloud away ; 

So sinks the gale, when storms are 0’er ; 
' So gently shuts the eye of day ; . 

So dies the wave along the shore... 


Its duty done, as sinks the clay, . | ' 
Light from its load the spirit flies ;. 
While heaven and earth conspire to say, 

\ © SWEET IS THE SCENE WHEN VIRTUE DIES.” 


“ © let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be anee ee 


ee BI oe 


“ There is a calm for those who weep, 

A rest for weary pilgrims found ; 

They softly lie and sweetly sleep, 
Low in the ground. 


“ The soul, of origin divine, 

Gop’s glorious i image, freed from clay, 

In heaven’s eternal sphere shall shine, 
A star of day. 


“ The sun is but a spark of fire, 
A transient meteor in the sky ; 
The sovut, immortal as its Sire, 
SHALL NEVER DIE.” 


——— 
ON PASSING A GRAVE YARD. 


And is this narrow bound our lone retreat, 

When life’s last feverish pulse has ceased to beat— 
When, toss’d no more on Passion’s turbid wave, 
We find a calm.asylum in the Grave! 





Islay Poetry: 29 


- «Who purchase happiness at honour’s cost ; 



























The Gaave! Wha.des does my chill’d and his’ ring. frame. 
Recoil, aad start at yeaa ondarg name ? ie 
Is it, that a fionathow ing ae 
_ Once active friends now mingle ‘it the clod ? ee 


Ah, no! For time, assuaging eat woe, = 
Has.check’d the tear which Friendship made to flow. 
The Grave! Oh! shrink not from the view, my soul ; 
Soon o’er my head shall Death's dark billow roll— 


Soon this fair world, and every dear delight, 

Shall vanish from my dimm’d and aching sight ; 
On ME, to-morrow’s sun may never glow, © ; 
No more may cheer me in this “ vale of woe!” — 

‘ vad 

Yet let me not repine ; for bounteous Heaven 
Acfall proportion of its joys hath given ; 

On me, has Providence, with power benign, 
Bade the bright sun of Gracious Maxtor shine ; 


For Nature’s casualties, and Nature’s pains, 
Th’ dherring-hand of Sov’reign Power ordains ; 
And, doom’d the common lot of life to share, 
:His bounteous hand affiicts us but to spare. 


Can, then, my Acart, this faithful record keep, 
. And yet my conscience too supinely sleep ? 

Can I acknowledge all the good I owe, 

shen yet my love with no more ardor glow ? 


May that bless’d Faith from which salvation springs, 
That Hope which comes with “ healing on its wings,” 
Inspire my heart those precepts to obey, 

Which point to realms of everlasting day ! 





SONNET. 
‘SINCERITY. — 


Far, far from me be driven deceit and guile, 
The affected frown, the dark designing smile ; 
.. The tale ingenious, and the treacherous part, 
Which, though they charm, are foreign to the heart 
_ Q, far from me be all the bliss they boast, 


Who cringe’and flatter; praise, and feign to tenes 
With empty words, that Truth will ne’er approve. : 
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Rather ben son yeas GP feats (LE fie 
The weirs emt mid ‘words sincere 5 © 
The ant thon neke aio -pright;‘pure, 
Which heaven nay Diese; anid tué’s Smile seclire;- ~~~. 
Though humble then BELow my lot. 5 Proves’... 
My conscience is mcrae he may soar Azovd a 





Drep in this city; on bialsh 
evening, the Sdénst. Miss“Lucy 
Awn Tosry, eldest daughter of 
the late’ Mr. Joshua Tobey, in 
the 12th year‘of her age. 

The circumstances of her déath 
were uncommonly distressing — 
On'the 18th of Tuly last, as she 
was crossing the main § 
was thrown down by @ we 440 
containing eleVen men, ‘ 

over her body and br 
herarm—She languishedin great 
pain until her death. In every 
t of view she was one of the i 
loveliest children, and‘oneé of the 
most interesting little sufferers, 
we ever knew—She was temark- 
ed for the sweetness of her dis- 
position. ‘The native meekness 
of her temper? néver felt her, in 
moments of her greatést 2 
She bore her pains swith 
tude which would have toch 
a man, with patience that would 
have ornamented the vigorous 
piety of the “hoary saint”” Tho” 
so young, she had an uncommon 






sense of religion. At her 6wn” 


request, her Pastor was-sent for 


to pray with her—She would of 
ten pray for herself, in presence 


of her mothessSbe ‘was one of 
the Catechumens of the Presby- 


terian Church. ‘Her diligence 


an’ improvement were early no- 


ted; and in these she was an ex- 


pa ar : 





She was truly a cnald af «bright sht 

and early promise.” We. ae not 

recollect to have witnesse 

ny occasion, more 

per d than wads ex 
. We pea 
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_.We hope her ¢ 
on 
cu of piety, will ‘influence all 
men to exert 
prevent such mis: _and, mise- 2 
ry;ie Stuee,, ss ee in vp 
is our to w en oa 
Les ih wa ee sandy 5 
cite Pry. 
ae nee eine ce, im-Bas 
proper conduct of those,..whofky, 
drive with inconsiderate rashnessirg. 
through our public streets. _P. 
* Diep at Williamstown, : 
tarch 13, 1813, Mrs. 
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Endeared as, ! 
large circle of : 


that her name and worth should : 
be recorded -only on: thé monu 
mental marble. - She Will ‘not 
indeed, be soon forgotten by he 
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friends ;-—~but. hrs get a of 
to others: © escended: from one | 
of the ens families* “ 
in the. county, Mrs; D, had: pos- 
sessed many ‘advan 8 for edu- 
cation and. re - These 


she‘had. used to ieee purpose ; 


andithe improvement of her | 


éts of mind: continued cee 
life. Her —" was. eye culti-. 


ba dieing a child, a sister, 
‘ioe and yboury, she was. 


mance of 
= ime se 
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ela Sea asa 


‘ tracks afflict- 
amé deeply sensi- 


_ They beca | 
le je of the extensive sphere she 
: of fg hold, 


“Mss. D: had: pag i evened, 
rsa Her ay) of the Fraga 
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! snouke. admitied to the 
t and: j 
peeccrarth tka strat faith of 
“the Gospel, she. wished others to 
$5 and, as 
a member of the Female-Chari- 
table. mee vee Society ofithe 
wn, she ght as well as in 
good to her fel- 

shinny a 
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sickness, even while. health. pre- 
vailed, she was: - with 
the belief that she had «not. long: 
to live. This: quickened, «and: 
animated her in the performance 
af duty. It was e to Her. 
Christian friends, for months be- 
fore -her sickness, that shetwas 
fast: advancing’ in the. Christian: 
course. . There: ‘was some 

and conduct,’ 
which tate) to say, Tam not. 
at home, but I: shall soon reach: 


f. it—and-much must first be done, 


At 


fil ‘not 


by he 


ire, 


length disease violently naa 
her, . and, in less than three. 

tru her heavenly homes Mis, 
: Soe loudly warns mor- 
tals not to defer preparation for 
death till.a dying. hour. Racked 


with excruciating pain, and par-— 
tially bereft of her reason at 
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times, she had no.opportunity for 
preparation. _ To this she had al- 
ready attended, and, though sur- 
rounded with every thing which 
could render life desirable, was 
ready to depart, when her heav- 
enly Father called. Sensible of 
her approaching dissolution, she 
said to her aged mother, at the 
commencement of her sickness, 
“ Be submissive, be resigned.” 
And whenever she expressed her 
feelings, they indicated a mind, 
humble, resigned, and depending 
upon the mercy of God through 
the Redeemer. . Several hours 
before her death, she perfectly 
possessed her powers of mind— 
the great struggle of nature and 
disease was past—and reason and 
religion completely resumed 
their place. This luminous pe- 
riod she. employed to call her 
husband.and children around her 
dying bed, and to address to them 
such religious consolation and 
instruction, as were suited to 


their situation and:years. Toone 
she. gave .a Bible, as the most: 


precious legacy which could be 
bestowed. 


- When this. most interesting 


and. affecting scene was closed, 
she seemed to have accomplish- 


_ ed all that she wished—compos- 


ed herself to rest—and lay in 
comparative ease and quiet, till 
all the power of life was spent. 
In the death of Mrs. D. her 
friends. had much to lament, but 
more to give them joy. .Her 
place was vacant, but she had 
gone to fill a glorious one. The 
reader has much to warn and in- 
struct him. Her death strikingly 
exhibited the calmness and meek- 
ness, which the religion of Jesus, 
the religion of the heart, can im- 
part to the dying hour. It was 


mournful, and it was most satis- 
fying ;—it was not the most tri- 
umphant, but it was most consol- 
ing. It did not exhibit the ardor 
of passion, but the assurance of 
faith ; not the shout of victory, 
but the mildness and firmness of 
heavenly certainty. May her 
friends—may all, so live, that 
their /ast end may be like that of 
the righteous. At the funeral, a 
sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Dr. Fitch President of Williams’ 
College, from Psalm cxvi. 15. 
Precious in the sight of the Lord, 
is the death of his saints. { Pan. 

Died, at Killingworth, (Con.) 
on the 20th July, of the prevail- 
ing fever, Rev. AcuinLes Mans- 
FIELD, aged 63. 

In this city, on the Ist instant, 
at the seat of Mrs. Thurston, Mr. 
SaMuEL L. Barrifert, aged 22; 


from New-York. 
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To Corresfiondents and Patrons. 


We have received 2 communication 
from our respected triend X.— We cor- 
dially thank him for his favour, which 
shall appear in our next. We hope 
ofter. to hear from this valued corres- - 
pondent. 

_We have no pecuniary object in 
offering our work to the public, We 
therefore can solicit their patronage 
without the fear -of reproach, Our 
object is really important, and it can 
only be accomplished by the kind ex- 
ertions of our friends. We tender our 
grateful thanks to those who have in- 
terested themselves in procuring sub- 
scribers. We hope those, to whom | 
subscription papers have been address- 
ed, will give them early and prompt 
attention. | 

Religicus Communications will be 
gratefully received, addressed free of 
postage to the publisher, AsHBEL 
StToppARD, corner of Warren and 
Third-Streets, Hudson. 





